
Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete) 
† Sunday 13 December 2020 

 
Cycle of Prayer: Openness to the word of God 
Keynote: God will always be there for us, and for his people! 

Prophet Isaiah 61: 1-2a, 10-11 
‘The spirit of the Lord God has been given to me, for the Lord has anointed me,’ says the 
prophet solemnly. It is a profound statement. Not only is the message important, but also 
the authority of the message bearer itself is vital, if the tidings are to be accepted and 
believed. The prophet addressing the dispersed and exiled tribe of Israel is speaking of 
the restoration, and the rebuilding of their homeland and of the city of Jerusalem in the 
time to come. For the exiles there is a real overtone of joy and expectation, this is good 
news indeed! For, the prophet says, ‘(The Lord God) has sent me to bring good news to 
the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken, to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to 
those in prison, to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.’ This is a message worth 
hearing, and one worth taking to heart. For it announces the restoration of the reign of 
God, and, after years of hardship tells of peace and reconciliation in the land. 
Responsorial Psalm (Magnificat) – My soul rejoices in my God 
First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 5: 16-24 
This letter from Paul is thought to be one of the earliest extant writings of the New 
Testament. Written early on in Paul’s own missionary travels. The extract today calls for 
order in the Christian community and gives some general exhortations: ‘Be happy at all 
times. Pray constantly, and for all things give thanks to God… Never try to suppress the 
Spirit or treat the gift of prophecy with contempt – think before you do anything – hold on 
to what is good and avoid every form of evil.’  
A sensible enough recipe you might think for us during this period leading up to the 
coming festival. Maybe, this is our opportunity to renew our lives and to once again live 
in the Lord’s way. And, as if Paul understands our moments of weakness or failing, he 
concludes: ‘May the God of peace make you perfect and holy… for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you, and he will not fail you.’ 
Gospel according to John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
John the evangelist tells us: ‘A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came 
as a witness… so that everyone might believe through him.’ With characteristic suspicion, 
the officials from Jerusalem question this strange figure in the wilderness beside the river 
Jordan: ‘Who are you?’ they ask. It is a question that Jesus himself will ask of his own 
disciples: ‘Who do you say that I am?’ It is also a question we might ask ourselves. Who 
is this man John? Who is this man Jesus? Believers understand, both are sent by God – 
yet another sign – that the Lord God has not forgotten his people. Recalling the Old 
Testament scriptures, John offers the answer: ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied: “a voice that 
cries in the wilderness: make a straight way for the Lord,” …but there stands among you 
– unknown to you – one who is coming after me.’  
Will we listen and take notice of this messenger, are we ready and prepared? 
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NOTE – The annual celebration of Sea Sunday was postponed earlier in 2020 and may be marked this Sunday or next. 


